
 

MENDOCINO-LAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

A Special Meeting of the Mendocino-Lake Community College District Board of Trustees was 
convened on Wednesday, October 15, 2014, Mendocino College 1000 Hensley Creek Drive,  
Ukiah, CA   
 
GENERAL MATTERS 
 
Call To 
Order/Pledge of 
Allegiance 
 

Trustee Clark, Board President, called the meeting to order at 2:04 PM.  

Board Members President Joel Clark  present 
Vice President Paul Ubelhart present 
Clerk John Tomkins present 
Trustee Edward Haynes present 
Trustee Joan M. Eriksen present 
Trustee Janet Chaniot  present 
Trustee Dave Geck present 
Student Trustee Nayeli Castaneda present 

Secretary Arturo Reyes, Superintendent/President 
 

Support Staff Mary Lamb, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/President 
 

Public Comments Board President Clark stated the Board just received the comprehensive report 
from the Board of Trustees ad hoc committee.  With copies available in the back 
of the room, he announced there would be a brief period of time taken to allow 
everyone the opportunity to read through the report and form their comments 
based on the document.  He added with receipt of this report, the Board 
anticipates voting on the Point Arena Field Station issue in November.   
 
Board President Clark then moved the meeting forward by informing those 
present that the format for this meeting will be the Board interviewing and asking 
questions of the ad hoc committee members.  
 
The following people addressed the Board in support of keeping the Point Arena 
Field Station  property: 
  
• Seth LaRosa is a Mendocino College student who has visited the site twice.  

He feels the property is a very valuable resource to students which cannot be 
experienced on the regular campus.   

• Ukiah Morrison stated students in many other courses could benefit from the 
experience and we should do our best to retain the facility. 

• Wade Koeninger would like to make two corrections to the report.  On page 
two where the options are listed should include the option proposed by the 
Friends of the Point Arena Field Station who want to delay the sale and not 
sell the station.  He added the same correction should be made on page five of 



 

the document.  He also added he would like a copy of his remarks included in 
the minutes of this meeting (see attachments at the end of this document).   
He would like to know if there are there unbiased appraisals supporting the 
various options.   

• Billie Smith asked the Board to think carefully about the decision they are 
going to make and to allow enough time for the Friends of the PAFS to find 
support and gather funding.   

• Paul Poulos is a member of the Friends of the PAFS.  He stated the decisions 
which the Board will make will be historical for not only the institution but 
for the county and the community.  A letter to Congressman Huffman dated 
October 9, 2014 was read (see attachments at the end of this document).   

• Melissa Reynolds is a student and the current President of the Associated 
Students of Mendocino College.  She presented a petition signed by 354 
students asking the Board not to sell the property (see attachments at the end 
of this document).  

• Jeremy Potter is a student who came to Mendocino College with an interest in 
chemical engineering.  He feels with the right backing, the financial issue can 
be resolved and that there is a stronger interest in the facility than what has 
been portrayed to date.   

• Emily Scott is a science major student who feels the facility offers the rare 
opportunity for students to experience hands on learning which promote 
student success and interactive learning.   

• Alan West is a professor of biology at Mendocino College since Jan 1981.   
He pointed out that student success is outlined at the facility through 
environmental stewardship.  If sold, we can only hope the property can be 
protected.  He fears the environmental damage will be severe.  The other 
option would be to keep the facility and allow the people who are devoted to 
this project to gather the support needed for its continued operation.  The 
downside of this option is in five years all you have lost is time.  He added 
there are others who are ready to partner with us without a sale.  He asked that 
a copy of a letter from Susan Oylarnik and Gary Cherr who are Directors with 
the Bodega Marine Reserve at the University of California, Davis be entered 
into the record (see attachments at the end of this document). 
  

• Julie Bawcom shared her concern regarding the details of the proposal. 
Without knowledge of the details, there is no way to form an opinion.  She 
feels it would be better for the college to maintain ownership. 
 

Markley Bavinger from the Trust for Public Lands stated as an outside witness, it 
pains her to hear the personal trauma this opportunity has created especially to all 
those involved in this decision.  She has been working for many years to protect 
the landscape and feels the Bureau of Land Management loves this area as well 
which is reflected in the level of protection given to the National Monument.  She 
pointed out that under the college ownership; the PAFS is not currently a 
protected area.  She offered to be available to answer any questions.   
 



 

Agenda Approval 
 

M/S/C (Geck/Tomkins) to approve the agenda as submitted.  
 

 INFORMATIONAL/DISCUSSION ITEM 
 

Point Arena Field 
Station 

Committee chair Haynes addressed the Board by walking them through the 
details of the report.  He pointed out there have been two different ad-hoc 
committees; the college ad-hoc committee is different from the Board of Trustees 
ad-hoc committee.  The Board of Trustees ad-hoc committee was set up to 
address Brown Act issues and was charged to research and present options to the 
Board.  
 
The committee met with and interviewed the various entities involved in this 
issue.  The meeting minutes are posted on the website along with copies of the 
documents presented by the various groups.  Groups interviewed included: 
 

• Friends of the Point Arena Field Station 
• Point Arena Field Station Management Committee 
• Mendocino College Maintenance and Operations representatives   
• Mendocino College Management/Supervisory/Confidential, Classified 

and Student constituent group members   
• Mendocino College Foundation representatives  
• Keenan Insurance representatives   
• Coastal groups including representatives from the Point Arena Lighthouse 

and Lodging, Point Arena Gateway group, Point Arena Native American 
community and the Noyo Center in Fort Bragg.   

 
A survey of the college community was conducted.  The committee reviewed the 
results the survey which included six different options:  two options to sell, two 
options with reservations and two options which would see the college 
maintaining ownership of the property.  

 
After review and discussion, the ad-hoc committee determined they would 
recommend one option to the Board.  Committee chair Haynes then asked 
Academic Senate President and ad-hoc committee member Reid Edelman to 
address the Board regarding how the committee arrived at this decision.  
 
He informed the committee the ad-hoc committee started the process with each 
committee member writing their own opinions.  From the beginning, it was clear 
the committee members did not agree and most likely were not going to.  The 
committee recommendation is a compromise solution which is something 
everyone felt was acceptable.  While the committee realizes there are a lot of 
details left to be worked out, their motivation to consider this option came from 
the meeting with the coastal constituents who expressed their interest in working 
with the college.  The coastal constituents also pointed out the possibility of 
securing potential funding and grants would be more favorable if approached as a 
partnership versus independently.  Academic Senate President Edelman stated he 



 

became very hopeful when the committee heard from the representatives from the 
Point Arena Lighthouse who were receptive to the idea of educational uses and 
mentioned possible housing opportunities as well.  The committee also heard 
positive comments from the coastal constituents who seem to be very interested 
in seeing an interpretive center on the site.   
 
The committee also heard that due of the nature from the federal proclamation, 
the Bureau of Land Management is held to a higher standard.  There may also be 
ability to fence the research areas and protect the sensitive ecological areas of the 
land.  Academic Senate President Edelman encouraged the Board to read the 
various reports as submitted as well. 
 
The following ad-hoc committee members then commented as follows: 
 

• Academic Senate Vice President Edington stated he agrees with 
Academic Senate President Edelman’s previous statements. 

• Vice President Cichocki added the meeting with group of coastal 
constituents was enlightening. 

• Classified Senate Vice President Bushway stated there were many 
discussions held with various members of his constituent group regarding 
this subject. 

• Classified Senate President Alfkin informed the Board he had nothing to 
add. 

• Board member Tomkins added there were many viewpoints and any pre-
conceived notions were constantly challenged.   

• Vice President Guleff stated due diligence was definitely completed.  She 
is most proud of the effort the committee put forth which captured the 
process and the work. 

• Board Member Chaniot stated working with this committee has been one 
of the most valuable experiences she has had in her career.  While the 
proclamation for the National Monument includes a requirement to use 
land for educational uses, she added an interpretive center would help to 
maintain the historical value of the property.  Meetings scheduled but 
always ran long.  She feels that moving forward there is a large amount of 
work that needs to be completed in order to obtain funding.    She added 
whatever decision is made on November 5th, there will be details that 
must be addressed. 

 
Board President Clark stated he would be interested in hearing if the level of 
fundraising mentioned earlier by Mr. Koeninger would be maintained if this 
option were pursued.  He is also interested in hearing from anyone who is part of 
the Friends of the Point Arena Field Station to see if this is a win/win situation 
from their perspective as well.   

 
Academic Senate President Edelman added the committee also learned that grants 
for field stations are very difficult to obtain on your own but could be more 



 

accessible as a group. 
  
ADJOURNMENT M/S/C (Tomkins/Geck) RESOLVED, That the Mendocino-Lake Community 

College District Board of Trustees does hereby adjourn the meeting at 3:45 PM.    
 

 Submitted by: 
Arturo Reyes, Superintendent/President 
Secretary, Board of Trustees  
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